	Task A-1

Teaching and Learning Context

	Intern Name: Jennifer Marie Riggs
	Date: 02/22/11
	Cycle: 2

	#  Students enrolled: 9
	Grade level(s) in class: Kindergarten
	Ages in class (list all that apply): 5 & 6

	School and district factors  

Public school information should include Comprehensive School Improvement Plan (CSIP), School Report Card (CATS/CTBS results), and relevant data about achievement gap groups. Non-public schools should include similar data:

Attached is a copy of the Student Statistical Information for the school. I have a diverse class of 1 black, 1 bi-racial, 1 Asian and 5 white students. This is important to know the racial make-up of the school to know that 3 of my students are minorities. These students will experience different cultures and I will ensure that my class is aware of the differences in all cultures to promote a positive classroom community.

Also attached is a summary of the first grades Terra Nova scores. This will be a projectory of where my kindergarteners are going. The first grade was low in word analysis, math computation and reading. These are concepts that I will focus on in order to assist them for when they enter the first grade. This will help bring up the scores in these areas.



	Resources  

Describe the resources (equipment, technology and supplies) available to you:

Smartboard, Airliner, 3 computers, math manipulatives, magnetic letters, letter flash cards, letter building boards, chart paper, big books, classroom library, listening center, paint, letter sponges, markers, crayons, glue sticks, elmer's glue, contruction paper, writing paper


	Assistance  

Place a ( beside the phrase that describes the types of help available to you:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
instructional assistant(s)      

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 parent volunteers       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 peer (student) tutors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
resource teachers                

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 classroom teacher

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please specify: Parent volunteer only Monday and Tuesday afternoon)

  

	Student Differences

Indicate the number of students in each category below and briefly describe the needs of students in the categories noted:

ESL: 

     
# with IEPs: 

     
# with 504 modifications: 

1
Title I: 

     
Gifted: 

     
Other: 

     
Description of needs:

Student has diffculty with motor skills (writing, cutting, handling materials). Student is also extremely ahy and needs cues to be drawn into the classroom conversation. Buddy system in place to help student interact socially with other students. Group work used in as many lessons as possible to give student social interaction. 


	Student Diversity 

Please describe any language, cultural and/or achievement/developmental level differences that create instructional concerns in your class:

There are two black students, one Chinese student and 5 white students. One child is on autism spectrum and has issue with social interaction. One child is far below grade level. Two children have trouble holding their attention on the lesson being taught. 


	Patterns of Achievement

Indicate the number of students for each pattern of achievement:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Below grade level

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 At grade level

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Above grade level

  

	Other classroom conditions

Describe other classroom conditions (if any) including student demographics that have implications for teaching and what might be observed in your classroom:

There are only eight students in this class. This allows for more whole group instruction due to the small numbers. Students are also given more freedom because of the small class size.


	Implications for instruction  

Describe two or three ways that you will use the factors identified above in your planning and instruction:

Student with 504 modifications will need to be prompted to speak out in class often. Also, group work will be incorporated into most lessons to promote social development for this child.

Because of the age fo the students, the lessons will have to be short fast-paced activities to hold attention spans. Certain students will have to be cued to rejoin the lesson because of their lack of attention.

One student is very below grade level and this student will need a lot of individual guidance and redirection. This student does not complete the work without prompting.




	Task A-2

Lesson Plan

	Intern Name: Jennifer Marie Riggs
Date: 02/22/11
Cycle:  2
# of Students: 9
# of IEP Students: 1
# of GSSP Students:      
# of LEP Students:      
Age/Grade Level: K
Subject: Language Arts
Major Content:  Recalling and retelling, inventive spelling, sentence structure, word families, rhyming words, short vowel sounds 
Unit Title: Literacy Centers
Lesson Title: Literacy Centers


	Context 

· Identify the unit topic and the unit objective(s) addressed by this lesson:

The students have been doing guided reading for several months. We have focused on reading and comprehension strategies. The students have really started to develop their inventive spelling skills after Christmas break. The students need work understand how to put a sentence together (going from left to right, spacing, capitalization, etc.) so I included an activity to help this aspect. The students have identified rhyming words and short vowels sounds in circle time and other centers. 
· Describe the students’ prior knowledge or the focus of the previous lesson:

 In guided reading, the students made a prediction about the same story and they read it for the first time. The students write in their journal everyday and we have writing center every other day where they have to write their own sentences. The students have not had much practice with putting sentences together in a pocket chart , but we have discussed the elements of a sentence. The students have practiced word families for the past week and we will continue into this week. We worked on rhyming words a few weeks back, so that should be a review. We work on our short and long vowel sounds every morning during circle time.
· Describe generally any critical student characteristics or attributes that will affect student learning:

Several students have trouble focusing and completing their work. Two students have similar ability levels, but have issues being in a group together. I separate them to complete their work if possible. Students will need to be redirected during centers. They are given freedom during this time to move around and complete their work. Sometimes, they choose to push the boundaries, but will get back to work when redirected. When writing the sentences, some students will need to directly copy the prompt and finish just one sentence, while others can come up their own sentences and write several sentences. 


	Lesson Objective(s) 
State what students will demonstrate as a result of this lesson. Objective(s) must be student-centered, observable and measurable.

Students will recall and retell story. Students will identify the character and setting of the story.

Students will use inventive spelling to write sentences.

Students will recognize and recreate the structure of a sentence (capitalization, punctuation, spacing).

Students will identify word families.
Students will read words with the short vowel sounds.

Students will identify rhyming words.     



	Connections 
Connect your goals and lesson objective(s) to appropriate Kentucky Core Content and/or Program of Studies. Use no more than two or three connections, and if not obvious, explain how each objective is related to the Program of Studies and/or Core Content.

AE 1.2.7 Retelling Stories

AE 1.2.6 Story Elements (characters,setting)

AE 1.11.1 Inventive Spelling

AE1.10.2, 1.10.3, 1.10.4, 1.10.5 Directionality, Spacing, Punctuation, Capitalization

AE 1.2.1 Word Families, Rhyming Words



	Assessment Plan

Using the tabular format below, describe how each lesson objective will be assessed formatively to determine student progress and modify instruction if needed.  Describe any summative assessment to be used if it is a part of this lesson.  Include copies of any assessment instruments and scoring criteria or rubrics if applicable to the lesson.

Objective/Assessment Plan Organizer 

Objective Number

Type of Assessment

Description of Assessment

Depth of Knowledge Level

Adaptations and/or Accommodations

1

2

3

4

5

6

Formative

Formative

Formative

Formative

Formative

Formative

Anecdotal Notes

Sentences

Participation/Adult Check

Worksheet/Participation/Adult Check

Participation/Adult Check
Participation



2

2

1

2

2

2

Some students will need redirection to stay on task. Students may need to be separated during certain centers in order to complete work.


	Resources, media and technology 

List the specific materials and equipment needed for the lesson. Attach copies of printed materials to be used with the students.

If appropriate, list technology resources for the lesson including hardware, software and Internet URLs, and be sure to cite the sources used to develop this lesson. (If your committee thinks the technology observed in the lessons does not fairly represent your use of technology, provide additional documentation in your Component 1 exhibits. See Standard 6.)

Leveled readers for all seven reading groups, dry erase boards and markers, paper, pencils, pocket chart, sentence strips with sentences pre-written (full strip and cut up strips), phonics worksheet from Teacher Helper page 35, mailboxes with words families, letters with words, go fish vowel cards, three computers (two classroom and my laptop), timer on smartboard, clipboards, group colors


	Procedures 

Describe the strategies and activities you will use to involve students and accomplish your objectives including how you will trigger prior knowledge and how you will adapt strategies to meet individual student needs and the diversity in your classroom.

Guided Reading:
Students will be handed the book they read the day before and will be asked to recall facts from the story. They will be asked to identify the main character, supporting characters and the setting of the story. I will encourage them to give me as many details as they can remember from their previous reading. Students will read each page (if in a group of more than one, the students will read every two pages together). They will sound out words and use picture clues. Students will reread story if in a group so I can hear them each read individually. If it is a group of only one student, we will practice writing if time allows.
Writing Center:

Students will be given paper and will copy prompt and finish prompt. (Prompt: If I was president for a day, I would…) Students will have to write AT LEAST two sentences. Most can write more than two sentences without any trouble. They will illustrate their sentences if time allows.
Pocket Chart Center:

Students will be given sentences I have written on sentences strips and cut apart. They will have to match the words to the sentence strips (not cut up) that are already in the pocket chart. They will develop their concept of word, capitalization and punctuation. The students will read the sentences after recreating them.
Mini Group Center:

Students will work independently on worksheet where they cut and glue pictures into categories based on word families. They will write the words on the line next to where they glue. The students will color the picture if they have time.
Word Family Mail Center:

Students will be given mailboxes with word endings written on the outside. The students will also be given “letters” with words written on them. They will have to deliver the mail to the mailbox labeled with that word’s word family ending. Students will keep letters in mailboxes until an adult checks their work. 
Long vowels Center:

Students will read words with the short vowel sounds.

The students will play Go Fish using cards with short vowel words and picture to match words. The students will have to sound out words to ask if another player has the card they need in order to make a match. 
Computer Center: 

Students will play game online where they have to click on the top picture and then click on a picture below that rhymes with the other picture. The computers will already be set to this link: http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bll/reggie/home/index.htm where the students can play the interactive game.




	Task C

Lesson Analysis and Reflection


Date:  02/22/11
		Cycle:  2
	

	

	ANALYZE AND EVALUATE YOUR LESSON WITHIN TWO DAYS OF POST OBSERVATION CONFERENCE

	1.  Explain how you determined the levels of student performance on your objective(s).  Attach rubrics
     or criteria used in this determination.

For guided reading: if the students were able to recall the plot of the story, characters and setting(s), as well as read through the book completely, they were placed in the above the standard category. If the students were able to recall part of the plot, some characters or a little about the setting and read through the book, they were placed in the meeting the standard category. If the students could not recall the plot, characters and/or setting and they could not read through the book in the allotted time, they were placed in the below the standard category.

For the writing center: If the students wrote three sentences, they were placed in the exceeding the standard category. If the students wrote two sentences, they were placed in the meeting the standard category. If the students wrote one or zero sentences, they were placed in the below the standard category.

For the Pocket Chart center: If the students were able to recreate all the sentences and write the sentences, they were placed in the exceeding the standard category. If they recreated all the sentences successfully, they were placed in the meeting the standard category.  If the students did not recreate all of the sentences, they were placed in the below the standard category.

For the Mini Group Center: If the students matched the pictures to correct word family and write the words next to the pictures, the students were placed in the exceeding the standard category. If the students matched all the pictures to the correct word family, they were placed in the meeting the standard category. If the students were not able to match all the pictures to their word families, they were placed in the below the standard category.

For the Mailbox Center: This was a participation center and was over seen by my volunteer. If the students were able to place all the letters in the appropriate word family, they were exceeding the standard. If the students placed most of the cards, they were placed in the meeting the standard category. If the students did not place most of the cards, they were placed in the meeting the standard category.

For the Short Vowel Center: This was a participation center and was over seen by my volunteer. The students had to stay on task to meet the standard. If they were distracted, they were below the standard because they did not get as much practice reading short vowel words.

For the Computer Center: This was a participation center. As long as the students were playing the game on the computer, they were able to self assess their knowledge of rhyming words. Every student was focused and participating in the game.



	2.  Sort the students’ performances into three categories and determine what number of students met
       the criteria in each category:

· Below criteria:  Guided reading: 2, Writing: 3,Pocket Chart: 0, Word Families: 2, Short Vowel: 2, Mini Group: 1, Computer: 0 # of students
· Meeting criteria:  Guided reading: 2, Writing: 2,Pocket Chart: 3, Word Families: 2, Short Vowel: 4, Mini Group: 2, Computer: 8 # of students
· Exceeding criteria:  Guided reading: 4, Writing: 3,Pocket Chart: 5, Word Families: 4, Short Vowel: 2, Mini Group: 5, Computer: 0 # of students


	3.  For each category, describe the students’ strengths and learning needs, if any.

· Below criteria

Guided Reading:  Students in this category need to practice their reading comprehension skills, so they can recall the stories with more ease. These students also need more phonics practice to increase their abilities to decode words. They were not able to finish the stories because they got stuck on so many words.

Writing: Students in this category need more time to complete writing assignments. The centers were cut short for this observation, so the students did not get as much time as they usually do. Some of these students still need more motor skill practice to make their handwriting come more easily. 

Word families and short vowels: Students in this category have trouble with phonics and reading, so it took them longer to read the words before placing them in the appropriate families. They understand the concept, but their other needs keep them from exceeding the standard. This is the same issue with the short vowels. It takes them longer to read the words, so it takes them longer to find matches. These students also lose interest more quickly. 

Mini Group: The student in this category has motor skill issues and it is difficult to cut out the pictures. This student was unable to cut out and place all the pictures in the time limit.

· Meeting criteria

Guided Reading: The students in this category have the grade appropriate abilities to recall facts from the story. They were not able to give as many details to be placed in the exceeding the standard category group. They have the phonics ability to complete the story and the story comprehension skills to remember aspects of the story.

Writing: The students in this category have the motor skills and handwriting abilities to complete two sentences. Their phonics skills makes their inventive spelling readable and allows them to write quickly. 

Pocket Chart: The students in this category were able to recreate all the sentences. They understand the structure of a sentence and their visual discrimination is developed enough to match the words. 

Word families: The students in this category were able to match the majority of the “letters” to the correct word families. They have the phonics skills to sound out and read the words before placing them. These students were also able to place the pictures in the correct word families. They have the motor skills to cut and paste the pictures correctly in the time allotted. 

Short Vowels: The students were able to read and match the words in Go Fish. They matched more than 4 matches correctly. These students have grade appropriate phonics skills to ask each other for matches.

Computer: The student are in this category because this was a participation center and the students played the same game. The game gave time for the students to self assess their knowledge. This gave them the chance to fix their mistakes and learn from them. 

· Exceeding criteria

Guided Reading: The students in this category were able to recall all the facts about the story including the characters, setting and details. The students have the phonics skills that allow them to quickly sound out words they do not know or use the rest of the sentence to figure out the word. This students are reading above grade level and their comprehension skills are also above grade level.

Writing: The students in this category have great handwriting skills that allow them to write quickly. They also have good phonics skills, so they can sound out the words they are trying to write. These students understand how to write a sentence. All their words are in order and make sense. The students wrote more than two sentences and used correct punctuation.

Pocket Chart: Students in this category were able to recreate the sentences. They did it quickly and were able to copy the sentences onto paper. The students were able to recognize and match the words.

Word Families: The students in this category have great reading skills and phonics abilities that made it easy to read the words and sort them into the appropriate word family. These students were also able to sort the pictures and write the words next to the pictures on the worksheet.

Short Vowel: These students were able to read all of the words and know all of the short vowel sounds. They got many matches because of their reading abilities. 



	4.  Reflect on the following:

· What does the analysis of your students’ performances tell you about the effectiveness of your

              instruction in meeting your students’ needs?

My instruction was effective. The centers I designed taught the concepts I wanted the students to learn. The students tried hard and the majority of the student met the standard in each center. The centers are also made to meet the needs of every student. Some of the students work quickly and others work more slowly, the centers allow the students to do as much as they are capable of doing. In guided reading, all of the students are challenged and complete the work to the best of their abilities. The leveled readers help ensure that I meet the needs of every student. I also used different comprehension strategies based on where the students are in their reading.      
· Describe any patterns or trends in your students’ performances.  How could these patterns or

       trends be used in planning and instruction?

The one pattern that stands out to me is that the students struggled with the writing center. The students need more time to write two sentences on their own. In the future, I would give certain groups a prompt to copy, so they do not have to spend as much time on the spelling. This would give them handwriting practice and spelling practice. 

Also, the pocket chart center seemed too easy for the students. Next time, I would give the students words and let them create their own sentences from scratch. This would give them practice with sentence structure and reading.

·  What knowledge, skills, and/or resources could help you increase your instructional effectiveness?

Having the volunteer is very helpful. She is able to keep the students on track and answer questions while I am reading with other students.  On the days that she is not there, centers do not always go as smoothly.  Some ideas on how to teach certain students phonics skills so that they retain them would be helpful. I have been trying, but it is not sticking in their brains.


	5.  For each category of students, how will you differentiate or adapt instruction to move them forward?

· Below criteria

Students in this category need more phonics practice. They need to practice blending and segmenting words. This will help them in guided reading, word families, short vowels and pocket chart. They also need to work on their comprehension skills. These students were not able to remember facts about the story and they read it just the day before. These students needs more fine motor skills to increase their handwriting skills. This will give them a chance to write more than two sentences. 
· Meeting criteria

Students in this category also need some more phonics practice. This would benefit them in guided reading, writing, word families and short vowels. This would give them an upper hand by giving them even better reading skills. These students need to be pushed to get them onto another level. The students need to push themselves in their writing abilities. Some of these students settle for doing decent work instead of pushing and doing great work. I have been working on their motivation and have been trying to get them intrinsically motivated to do even more.
· Exceeding criteria

Students in this category are being pushed to work hard and be independent.  These students are given first grade work because they are so advanced. I tell them what I expect from them because they can accomplish more than their peers. If I tell them what I expect, they will complete the work. These students can also have moments of slothfulness and they want to do the minimum because it is easy. I amp up lessons for these students and they learn different strategies and concepts during their guided reading times. I have taught them some language arts concepts that the other students have not learned yet. I will continue with this as long as these students are able to learn the concepts.


	6.  Describe how you have reported or plan to communicate learning results to students and parents.

The papers will be corrected and sent home in the student’s folders. The parents will be able to view their work. The guided reading notes go toward their grades on their report cards where the parents will be able to view their progress. If there is ever a problem, I contact the parents before report cards in order to get the problem taken care of before it gets worse. 



